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Media Release                                                          3 December 2008
FareShare donates 10,000 meals to Homeless World Cup

Homeless people from around the world will converge in Melbourne for the 2008 Homeless World Cup on December 1.  

As part of the special event, FareShare - the not-for-profit organisation that rescues surplus food to prepare healthy meals for Melbourne’s hungry and homeless - will provide 10,000 meals for 1,400 athletes and volunteers from 1 to 7 December.

“Through using surplus food, we estimate FareShare will help save Homeless World Cup host, The Big Issue, $85,000 in catering costs,” said FareShare CEO, Marcus Godinho.

“To help support our efforts, 40 Melbourne businesses are kindly donating surplus food that would otherwise go to landfill.
“FareShare’s donation ensures players and volunteers will be well fed with nutritious meals, while also helping to maintain the energy levels of the athletes and volunteers,” said Mr Godinho.

More than 350 volunteers will help deliver FareShare’s meals to the event each day.

“We know that with every big event there is food wastage. But, FareShare is turning this on its head by using surplus food from Melbourne businesses to make nutritious high-energy meals to help feed the players and event volunteers,” Mr Godinho said.

“What’s more, by using by using rescued rather than new food, we estimate more than 20 tonnes will be saved from landfill.

“The Homeless World Cup is an inspiring event that brings hope and dignity to disadvantaged participants. FareShare also sees the event as an important opportunity to highlight the issue of food insecurity and hunger in Melbourne,” Mr Godinho said.
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.
Fast facts about FareShare’s contribution to the 2008 Homeless World Cup:


10,000 nutritious sandwiches/rolls.


10,000 muffins.


10,000 pieces of fresh fruit..


50,000 snack items for players lounge area, including: fresh fruit, dried fruit and nuts, muffins, muesli bars, breads and spreads and noodles.


350 FareShare volunteers will provide food for the week.


140 volunteers will be on-site at Homeless World Cup to give out food.


210 volunteers will work in kitchen to prepare food.


40 Melbourne businesses will donate perfect, surplus food that would otherwise go to landfill, to FareShare to enable it to support the Homeless World Cup.


20 tonnes - estimated saving of food sent to landfill. 


$85,000 - estimated catering savings for The Big Issue.














